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$1.9 trillion American Rescue plan
National vaccination programs
$1,400 per person stimulus checks to
households across America, extended
unemployment benefits à increasing
access to quality healthcare and safe and
dependable childcare. This gives an
emergency lift to households with children
and childless workers this year
Greater support to communicates who have
been struggling from Covid-19 à small
towns, first responders, essential workers
and entrepreneurs of color
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Poverty Within America Covid-19 impact on Poverty
rates in America
The poverty threshold is a measure used by the Census
Bureau to calculate the national poverty level
Poverty rate was slowly declining up until Covid-19 hit •
Before Covid-19 hit, the poverty rate decreased for five
consecutive years
•
In 2019, the poverty rate was 10.5% which is the lowest
percentage for poverty rates since the poverty rates were•
published back in 1959
From the same report, September of 2020 also marked
the lowest child poverty rates since 1973

The Census Bureau always releasees its poverty figures on a
yearly basis with a one-year lag period
September of 2020 did not capture the COVID-19 realities of
child poverty
Researches have estimated their own poverty rates of around
12-15% at the start of lockdowns

What the ARP and
CARES Act have done to
fight Poverty
•
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The initial relief package dulled the record high
unemployment rates in April
•
Researches claim with out the relief package
the month of April’s poverty rates would
have been 19.4% compared to an estimated
13.9%
•
Researchers estimated the first relief
package to lift more than 8 million people
out of the poverty threshold
Even though poverty was declining overall,
children experienced the highest poverty rate
compared to any other group, ARP aim is to
combat this outlook and make a significant
positive change for the future
Before the pandemic struck, children living in
poverty was 18.7%
•
Once the pandemic hit, researches
estimated that number to increase to as

ARP historic measures
• The largest anti-poverty measure ever taken
• Benefits the millions of people suffering
poverty but also changes the narrative of how
we view poverty
• Child poverty will be reduced by the
expansion of cash payments/tax credits
• Normalizing cash payments allows Americans
below the poverty threshold to receive
dramatically expanding refundable tax credits
• Child Tax Credit (CTC) and Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) is helping those in poverty
escape the horrible norm

